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This 26

th
. issue of the quarterly publication, “Window on Economic 

Statistics of Qatar”, covers data relating to the second quarter (Q3) 2018.  

    
                                

 

The main objective of the publication is to provide our users: government, 
businesses, students, researchers, and the public at large, with the latest 
information on some key indicators for measuring the economic 
performance of the country.  




 

In order to respond to the increasing demand for short term statistics from 
a diverse range of users, it was deemed necessary to assemble all the latest 
information on the economy, in a single handy document.  

    
                                

 

This publication is a translation into action of two of our strategic goals:  

1. To satisfy user needs for quality statistical information in support of 
evidence-based policy formulation and to monitor development progress 
adhering to best international practices. 

2. To raise statistical literacy and promote correct use of statistics in the 
country.  

                                        
                                                

    
 

We do hope that the content of this publication proves useful to a wide 
range of users. We depend on the cooperation of our data suppliers and 
sources to produce good quality indicators and aggregates. The quality of 
the official statistics depends to a great extent on the quality of the 
information provided to us. We would like to take this opportunity and 
extend our thanks and gratitude to all those who are regularly supplying us 
with information. 

    
                                                


                                            
 

 

Dr.Saleh Bin Mohammed Al-Nabit 
President, Planning and Statistics Authority 
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Planning and Statistics Authority 
 
 
 
 
 

  

“Window on Economic Statistics of Qatar” is a statistical publication of the 
Planning and Statistics Authority, distributed on complimentary basis 
without any legal liability arising from any use of the information contained. 

                                        
                                    

    

This publication can be downloaded from:  

www.mdps.gov.qa 
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Official statistics are increasingly being recognized as a strategic tool for 
development, and are being widely used by all types of users, in particular, 
by policy- decision makers for monitoring purposes as well as for 
evidence-based decisions. In order to respond to the growing demand for 
data on national accounts, foreign trade and prices, the Statistics 
Department has, as from October 2012, started releasing a new publication 
entitled “ Window on Economic Statistics of Qatar”. This publication is to 
be released on a quarterly basis, with a lag of four months following the 
reference quarter. 

 
    

                                            
                                            

                                    


       
    

     
The main objective of this quarterly publication is to collate in one 
document all the latest statistics relating to key economic variables, and 
with the help of graphs and charts, to inform all of the most recent 
development taking place at the total economy level and at the sectorial 
level. Data are presented in a clear and user- friendly way to enable better 
interpretation and better understanding. 
 

                                        
   


                                

 

There is a range of economic indicators that can be used to feel the pulse 
of the economy in terms of evolution and growth. Some of the indicators 
that are most closely watched and used  are: 
 

1. GDP growth rate in volume terms. 
2. Price trends as measured by the CPI. 
3. Current account balance as % of GDP. 
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The publication contains three parts:  
• Part 1 contains a Dashboard and tables on selected macro- economic 

aggregates and indicators. 

• Part 2 presents a descriptive analysis of the latest statistics published by the 

Statistics Department.  

• Part 3 contains article(s) on selected themes(s)  and topics(s). 

    
•                                         

    
•                                 

    
• . 

  

    


  Symbol  Description 

  - Negligible  

  .. Not Available  

  - - Not Applicable  

  x Under Preparation  

  Y-o-Y Change over corresponding period of previous year  

  Q-o-Q Change over previous quarter   

  M-o-M Change over previous month   

 
It should be noted that all figures and indicators presented in this publication are 

updated to the date of publication irrespective of its source (PSA or others). They are 

subject change in subsequent publications.  
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-  

Table 1:Dashboard: Qatar Economic Performance Compared With Other Regions, 2015-2017 

 

Regional Grouping 


 


 


 

 Real GDP Growth 
Rate 

CPI (Y-o-Y) change (%) 
(1)

 Current Account Balance as % 
of GDP  

2015 2016 2017 2015 2016 2017 2015 2016 2017 

Qatar 3.7 2.1 1.6 1.7 2.7 0.5 8.5 -5.5 3.8  

World 3.5 3.3 3.7 - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Advanced Economies 2.3 1.7 2.3 0.3 0.8 1.7 0.7 0.7 0.9   

Emerging Markets and Developing 
economies 4.3 4.4 4.7 4.7 4.2 4.3 - 0.2 - 0.2 - 0.0  

- Emerging and Developing Europe 4.7 3.3 6.0 3.2 3.2 6.2 - 1.9 - 1.8 - 2.6  

- Emerging and Developing Asia 6.8 6.5 6.5 2.7 2.8 2.4 2.0 1.4 0.9  

Latin America and the Caribbean* 0.3 - 0.6 1.3 5.5 5.6 6.0 - 3.3 - 1.9 - 1.5  

Middle East and North Africa, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 2.5 5.1 2.2 5.4 4.7 6.4 - 4.0 - 3.9 - 0.7 


 

Sub-Saharan Africa 3.3 1.4 2.7 6.9 11.2 11.0 - 6.0 - 3.9 - 2.3  
  

Source:  IMF, World Economic Outlook, October  2018 and Planning and Statistics 

Authority (PSA) 

(1) Note for Qatar, this is the annual average change in CPI with base year 2013 

 

 

PSA  
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Table 2 : Quarterly Main Macro-Economic Indicators, 2016-2018 
 (Q3)  

- 

Details Unit 
2016 2017 2018 

  
Q4  Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 

National Accounts           

1 GDP at current prices Mn QR 146,024 149,927 145,504 150,194 161,996 167,105 170,584 180,898   

2 
GVA Mining and Quarrying at 
current prices 

Mn QR 44,840 48,940 45,989 47,184 53,868 57,364 61,127 67,887  


 

3 
GVA Non- Mining  at current 
prices 

Mn QR 101,184 100,987 99,515 103,010 108,128 109,741 109,457 113,011  


 

4 
GDP nominal (Y-o-Y) 
percentage change 

%  3.1 14.5 8.3 6.5 10.9 11.5 17.2 20.4 % 


  

5 Real GDP(Y-o-Y) growth rate %  1.2 1.5 0.8 0.7 3.3 2.0 1.7 2.2 % 


  

6 
GDP Deflator (Y-o-Y) 
Percentage change 

% 1.9 12.8 7.5 5.7 7.4 9.3 15.2 17.9 % 


  

7 
Real GVA of  Mining and 
Quarrying Sector  (Y-o-Y) 
growth rate  

%  -3.1 -1.0 -0.8 -3.2 2.3 -2.1 -3.8 -0.1 % 




 

8 
Real GVA of Non-Mining 
Sectors (Y-o-Y) growth rate  

%  5.3 4.1 2.3 4.6 4.3 4.9 6.1 4.3 % 
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Table 2 (cont’d) : Quarterly Main Macro-Economic Indicators,  
2016-2018 (Q 3)  

  
-  
  

Details Unit 
2016 2017 2018 

  
Q4  Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 

Prices             

9 CPI (2013=100)    108.5 108.4 108.2 108.5 108.8 109.3 108.6 108.9   
  

 

10 
CPI (Y-o-Y) 
Percentage change 

%  2.0 0.9 0.6 -0.1 0.3 0.8 0.4 0.4 % 


 

11 PPI (2013=100)  51.1 55.9 53.5 52.7 60.2 66.0 68.6 72.7  
  

  

12 
PPI (Y-o-Y) 
Percentage change 

%  - 3.0 29.0 19.0 13.1 17.7 18.1 28.2 38.0 % 


  

Public Finance (January-
December) 

          -  

13 
Government 
Revenue 

Mn QR 46,894 46,073 40,573 32,590 41,276 50,479 54,941 55,725     

14 
Government 
Expenditure 

Mn QR 69,229 54,262 46,619 43,097 51,929 49,437 48,876 54,005    

15 Fiscal Balance Mn QR - 26,335 - 8,189 - 6,046 - 10,506 - 10,654 1,042 6,065 1,720    

16 
Fiscal Balance as % 
GDP 

% - 17.9 - 5.4 - 4.2 - 7.0 - 6.6 0.6 3.5 1.0  


  

Source : Qatar Central Bank, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, October  2018. 
                Planning and Statistics Authority (PSA) 
     

  

   
PSA 
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Table 2 (cont’d) : Quarterly Main Macro-Economic Indicators,  
2016-2018 (Q 3)  

 
-  
  

Details Unit 
2016 2017 2018 

  
Q4  Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 

Balance of Payments                

17 
Exports of goods and 
services 

Mn QR 70,380 74,674 74,002 76,492 84,976 87,752 91,926 97,069     

18 Exports of goods (fob)  Mn QR 56,784 59,348 57,555 60,333 68,458 71,528 75,763 79,820   

19 Exports of services Mn QR 13,596 15,326 16,447 16,159 16,518 16,224 16,163 17,249     

20 
Imports of goods and 
services 

Mn QR 58,273 58,485 53,816 52,810 61,270 58,948 59,268 61,986     

21 Imports of goods (fob)  Mn QR 28,723 29,845 25,599 24,431 32,112 30,163 30,051 31,788   

22 Imports of services Mn QR 29,550 28,640 28,217 28,379 29,158 28,785 29,217 30,198     

23 
Trade Balance of goods 
and services(17-20) 

Mn QR 12,107 16,189 20,186 23,682 23,706 28,804 32,658 35,083   


-  

24 
Current Account Balance 
(CAB) 

Mn QR - 6,214 1,475 3,615 7,991 10,308 11,788 13,865 15,732     

25 CAB as % GDP % - 4.2 1.0 2.5 5.3 6.4 7.1 8.1 8.7  


  

26 
Change in Reserves 
(negative means Increase ) 

Mn QR 16,574 -9,021 35,620 31,533 6,939 -10,122 -29,052 -6,967  
  


 
  

 Source : Qatar Central Bank, Balance of Payments, December  2018. 
                Planning and Statistics Authority (PSA) 

  

   
  PSA  
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Table 2 (cont’d) : Quarterly Main Macro-Economic Indicators,  
2016-2018 (Q 3)  

  
-  
  

Details Unit 
2016 2017 2018 

  
Q4  Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 

Financial Indicators                

27 Money supply (M1) Mn QR 128,349 134,850 130,761 122,263 123,088 135,583 134,440 123,740   

28 
M1 (Q-o-Q) percentage 
change 

% 1.7 5.1 - 3.0 - 6.5 0.7 10.2 -0.8 -8.0 %  

29 
Total commercial banks 
credits 

Mn QR 743,941 759,763 779,651 800,370 820,556 848,450 843,946 865,467   

30 
Total commercial bank 
deposits 

Mn QR 543,656 562,836 600,076 655,061 685,909 674,793 668,278 647,838   

31 
Number of companies 
listed on Qatar Exchange 
(QE) 

No. 44 44 44 45 45 45 45 45  


 

32 
Qatar Exchange Index 
(QEI)  

10,437 10,391 9,030 8,312 8,523 8,574 9,024 9,813    

33 
QEI (Q-o-Q) percentage 
change 

% 0.0 - 0.4 - 13.1 - 8.0 2.5 0.6 5.2 8.7 % 


 

34 Market capitalization Mn QR 563,466 556,345 489,077 454,612 472,025 470,521 493,687 547,687  


 
Sources: Qatar Central Bank, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, October  2018 
               Planning and Statistics Authority (PSA) 
 

     
  PSA 
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–  Table 3 : Annual Main Macro-Economic Indicators 2013-2017  

  2017 2016  2015 2014 2013 Unit Details 

            National Accounts  

    607,620 552,305 588,733 750,658 723,369 Mn QR Gross Domestic Product (GDP) current prices 1 

    -1,527 -4,038 -12,978 -33,854 -37,724 Mn QR Net primary income from abroad  2 

    606,093 548,267 575,755 716,804 685,645 Mn QR Gross National Income (GNI) (1+2) 3 

    -58,847 -58,856 -57,161 -63,751 -53,626 Mn QR Net current transfers from abroad 4 

    547,246 489,411 518,594 653,053 632,019 Mn QR Gross National Disposable Income (GNDI) (3+4)  5 

     2,724,606  2,617,634  2,433,790 2,216,180 2,003,700 No. Population (mid-year) 6 

    223 211 242 339 361  000 QR GDP per capita (1/6) 7 

    252,841 249,923 250,315 234,566 210,642 Mn QR Final consumption expenditure  8 

    149,491 141,982 131,230 118,461 105,351 Mn QR Household consumption  9 

    103,350 107,941 119,085 116,105 105,292 Mn QR Government consumption 10 

    271,017 269,906 218,227 238,635 201,298 Mn QR Gross Capital Formation (GCF) 11 

  %  1.6  2.1  3.7 4.0 4.4 % GDP  Growth Rate 12 

  %  -0.7 -0.9 -0.6 -0.6 0.1 % Growth rate  Mining Sector 13 

  %  3.8 5.3 8.5 9.8 10.4 % Growth rate Non-Mining Sector 14 


  

%  44.6 48.9 37.1 31.8 27.8 % Investment Rate (GCF as % GDP) 15 

Sources: : Qatar Central Bank, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, July  2018 
                 Planning and Statistics Authority (PSA) 

  
PSA  
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-  Table 3 (cont.): Annual Main Macro-Economic Indicators 2013-2017  

  2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 Unit Details 

          Prices 

    108.5 108.0 105.1  103.4 100.0  CPI (2013=100) 16 

  %  0.5  2.7 1.7 3.5 3.2 % CPI (year-on-year) change  17 

     55.6 46.6 60.1 96.1 100.0   PPI (2013=100) 18 

  %  19.3 - 22.5  - 37.5 - 3.9 1.1 % PPI (year-on-year) change 19 

  %  8.2 - 9.4 - 22.9  - 0.2 1.9 % GDP deflator (year-on-year) change 20 

–          Public Finance (January-December) 

    160,512 170,856 183,484 342,973 344,058 Mn QR Government Revenue  21 

    195,907 221,684 189,089  250,707 204,659 Mn QR Government Expenditure  22 

-    -35,395  -50,828  -5,605  92,266 139,399 Mn QR Fiscal Balance (21-22) 23 

            Balance of Payments 

    310,144 263,843 335,940 510,433 526,018 Mn QR Exports (goods and services) 24 

    245,694 208,604 281,351 461,197 485,343 Mn QR Exports of goods (fob) 25 

    64,450 55,239 54,589 49,236 40,675 Mn QR Exports of services 26 

    226,381 231,050 215,748 232,976 214,590 Mn QR Imports (goods and services) 27 

    111,987 116,240 103,726 113,369 114,568 Mn QR Imports of goods (fob) 28 

    114,394 114,810 112,022 119,607 100,022 Mn QR Imports of services 29 

-    83,763 32,793 120,192 277,457 311,428 Mn QR Trade Balance (goods and services) (24-27) 30 
  

Sources: : Qatar Central Bank, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, July  2018 
              Planning and Statistics Authority (PSA) 

  
PSA  
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-  Table 3 (cont.): Annual Main Macro-Economic Indicators 2013-2017  

  2017 2016  2015  2014 2013 Unit Details 

    23,389 - 30,101 50,053 179,852  220,078 Mn QR Current Account Balance 34 

    - 65,071 - 20,510 - 20,031  4,708 32,994 Mn QR Overall Balance of Payments 35 

            Financial Indicators 

  %  - 4.1 1.1 2.1 17.3 16.5 % Growth rate of Money Supply (M1) 36 

    478,995 450,065 422,467 352,967 293,330 Mn QR Credits to private sector 37 

    685,909 543,656 563,629 552,955 514,804 Mn QR Total Deposits 38 

    8,523 10,436 10,429 12,286 10,380  Securities Market (QE) Index 39 

    472,025 563,466 553,176 676,792 555,606 Mn QR Market capitalization 40 

 

Source : : Qatar Central Bank, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, July  2018 
                 Planning and Statistics Authority (PSA) 

  
PSA  
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 - Table 4 : GDP by Activity at Current Prices, 2013 – 2017  

      Value: Million Q.R 

ISIC 2017 2016  2015  2014 2013 Economic Activity (ISIC Rev 4 

-  1,129 1,016 950 880  695 1 - Agriculture, forestry and fishing 

-  11.1 6.9 7.9 26.6  8.4              -  Percent Change  

-  195,981 163,984 221,041 394,190  403,031 2 - Mining and quarrying 

-  19.5 -25.8 -43.9 -2.2  2.1              -  Percent Change  

-  52,785 46,814 52,489 76,133  73,820 3 - Manufacturing 

-  12.8 -10.8 -31.1 3.1  3.1              -  Percent Change  

-  
  6,161 5,979 3,950 3,290  2,994 

4 - Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply; 
     Water supply, sewerage, waste management and  
     remediation activities 

-  3.0 51.4 20.1 9.9  23.2              -  Percent Change  

-  91,089 77,079 60,693 50,031  39,305 5 - Construction 

-  18.2 27.0 21.3 27.3  27              -  Percent Change  

-  
  47,575 46,981 51,465 47,746  42,570 

6 - Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles  
     and motorcycles 

-  1.3 -8.7 7.8 12.2  19.1              -  Percent Change  

-  25,778 24,927 21,657 15,967  14,817 7 - Transportation and storage 

-  3.4  15.1 35.6 7.8  3.1              -  Percent Change  

–  5,378 5,620 6,231 6,284  5,261 8 - Accommodation and food service activities 

-  -4.3 -9.8 -0.8 19.4  15.1              -  Percent Change  

-  9,615 9,810 10,109 9,124  8,136 9 - Information and communication 

-  -2.0 -3.0 10.8 12.1  6.5              -  Percent Change  

 -  48,977 47,019 45,320 44,047  38,741 10 - Financial and insurance activities 

-  4.2 3.7 2.9 13.7  5.8             -  Percent Change 

 -  43,130 42,776 38,762 34,244  28,594 11 - Real estate activities 

-  0.8 10.4 13.2 19.8  16.5              -  Percent Change  
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– 

Table 4 : (cont’d) GDP by Activity at Current Prices, 
2013 – 2017  

      Value: Million Q.R  

ISIC 2017 2016  2015  2014 2013 Economic Activity (ISIC Rev 4 

 -  
  21,656 21,080 19,531 17,309  16,251 

12 - Professional, scientific and technical activities; 
       Administrative and support service activities 

-  2.7 7.9 12.8 6.5  13.6              -  Percent Change  

 -  44,373 43,857 44,294 40,817  37,243 13 - Public administration ; compulsory social security 

-  1.2 -1.0 8.5 9.6  15.8              -  Percent Change  

–  13,183 12,089 10,862 10,327  9,426 14 - Education 

-  9.1 11.3 5.2 9.6  18              -  Percent Change  

 -  13,901 14,009 11,397 9,813  8,669 15 - Human health and social work activities 

-  -0.8 22.9 16.1 13.2  15.1              -  Percent Change  

 -  8,589 8,466 8,119 7,694  6,916 
16 - Arts, entertainment and recreation; Other service 
       activities 

-  1.5 4.3 5.5 11.3  16.7              -  Percent Change  

 -    
  
  

4,006 3,817 3,473 3,225  2,720 

17 - Activities of households as employers;  
       undifferentiated goods- and services-producing 
       activities of households for own use 

-  5.0  9.9 7.7 18.6  17.2              -  Percent Change  

 -  -26,405 -24,153 -23,404 -22,773  -18,973 18 - Financial Services Indirectly Measured (FISIM) 

-  9.3 3.2 2.8 20  10.2              -  Percent Change  

 -  720 1,137 1,795 2,311  3,156 19 - Import duties 

-  -36.7 -36.6 -22.3 -26.8 -4.3              -  Percent Change  

 -  607,620 552,305 588,733 750,658  723,369 20 - Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

-  10.0 -6.2 -21.6 3.8  6.4             -  Percent Change 
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- 

Table 5 : GDP by Activity at Constant 2013 Prices,  
2013 – 2017  

      Value: Million Q.R  

ISIC 2017 2016  2015  2014 2013 Economic Activity (ISIC Rev 4 

-  1,104 1,020 936  869  695 1 - Agriculture, forestry and fishing 

-  8.2 9.0 7.7 25.1  5.9              -  Percent Change  

-  391,610 394,461 398,083 400,486  403,031 2 - Mining and quarrying 

-  -0.7 -0.9 -0.6 -0.6  0.1              -  Percent Change  

-  81,435 80,628 80,270 76,888  73,820 3 - Manufacturing 

-  1.0 0.4 4.4 4.2  5.5              -  Percent Change  

-  
  3,745 3,713 3,566 3,326  2,994 

4 - Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply; 
     Water supply, sewerage, waste management and  
     remediation activities 

-  0.9 4.1 7.2 11.1  11.9              -  Percent Change  

-  87,738 74,692 58,141 48,286  39,305 5 - Construction 

-  17.5 28.5 20.4 22.9  21.2              -  Percent Change  

-  
  44,522 45,098 50,524 47,546  42,570 

6 - Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles  
     and motorcycles 

-  -1.3 -10.7 6.3 11.7  14.8              -  Percent Change  

-  18,202 18,069 16,634 15,940  14,817 7 - Transportation and storage 

-  0.7  8.6 4.4 7.6  2.5              -  Percent Change  

–  6,155 6,041 6,079 6,222  5,261 8 - Accommodation and food service activities 

-  1.9 -0.6 -2.3 18.3  17              -  Percent Change  

-  9,635 9,833 10,151 9,146  8,136 9 - Information and communication 

-  -2.0 -3.1 11.0 12.4  6              -  Percent Change  

 -  55,864 51,758 47,517 43,787  38,741 10 - Financial and insurance activities 

-  7.9  8.9  8.5 13.1  15.3             -  Percent Change 
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 - 

Table 5: (contd) GDP by Activity at Constant 2013 Prices,  
2013 – 2017  

      Value: Million Q.R  

ISIC 2017 2016  2015  2014 2013 Economic Activity (ISIC Rev 4 

 -  38,348 36,726 34,596 31,542  28,594 11 - Real estate activities 

-  4.4  6.2 9.7 10.3  5.5              -  Percent Change  

 -  
  20,439 20,144 19,095 17,149  16,251 

12 - Professional, scientific and technical activities; 
       Administrative and support service activities 

-  1.5 5.5 11.3 5.5  6.7              -  Percent Change  

 -  41,761 42,331 43,408 40,295  37,243 13 - Public administration ; compulsory social security 

-  -1.3 -2.5 7.7 8.2  13.4              -  Percent Change  

–  12,191 11,444 10,557 10,198  9,426 14 - Education 

-  6.5 8.4 3.5 8.2  15.1              -  Percent Change  

 -  13,054 13,496 11,103 9,674  8,669 15 - Human health and social work activities 

-  -3.3  21.5 14.8 11.6  14.5              -  Percent Change  

 -  8,129 8,221 7,978 7,604  6,916 
16 - Arts, entertainment and recreation; Other service 
       activities 

-  -1.1 3.0 4.9 10.0  13.4              -  Percent Change  

 -    
  
  

3,624 3,493 3,236 2,970  2,720 

17 - Activities of households as employers;  
       undifferentiated goods- and services-producing 
       activities of households for own use 

-  3.7  7.9 9.0 9.2  10.3              -  Percent Change  

 -  -29,372 -25,975 -23,958 -22,049  -18,973 18 - Financial Services Indirectly Measured (FISIM) 

-  13.1 8.4  8.7 16.2  22.0              -  Percent Change  

 -  674 1,084 1,746 2,272  3,156 19 - Import duties 

-  -37.8 -37.9 -23.2 -28.0 -0.1              -  Percent Change  

 -  808,858 796,278 779,661 752,151  723,369 20 - Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

-  1.6 2.1  3.7 4.0  4.4             -  Percent Change 
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- 

Table 6: GDP by Components of Expenditure at Current Prices, 
2013 – 2017  

      Value: Million Q.R  

 2017 2016  2015  2014 2013 Expenditure Components 

  149,491 141,982 131,230 118,461  105,351 Household Consumption Expenditure 

-  5.3  8.2 10.8 12.4  15.5              -  Percent Y-o-Y change 

  103,350 107,941 119,085 116,105  105,292 Government Final Consumption Expenditure 

-  -4.3 -9.4 2.6 10.3  26.4              -  Percent Y-o-Y change 


  271,017 269,906 218,227 238,635  201,298 Gross Capital Formation

(1)
 

-  0.4 23.7 -8.6 18.5  9.0              -  Percent Y-o-Y change 

-  310,144 263,526 335,940 510,433  526,018 Exports (goods and services), fob 

-  17.7 -21.6 -34.2 -3.0  1.1              -  Percent Y-o-Y change 

–  -226,381 -231,050 -215,748 232,976  214,590 Imports (goods and services), fob 

-  -2.0 7.0 -7.4 8.6  7.8              -  Percent Y-o-Y change 

  607,620  552,305 588,733 750,658 723,369 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

 

  (1) Includes statistical discrepancy. 
  



 

 

Window on Economic Statistics of Qatar  

  

24 

  

 
Table 7 : Overview of Balance of Payments 2013 – 2017 - 
Values: Million  Q.R        

Details 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017  

A - Current Account 220,078 179,852 50,053 -30,101 23,389 - 

Goods 370,775 347,828 177,625 92,364 133,707  

Exports  ( F. O. B. ) 485,343 461,197 281,351 208,604 245,694  

Imports ( F. O. B. ) - 114,568 - 113,369 - 103,726 - 116,240 - 111,987  

Services - 59,347 - 70,371 - 57,433 - 59,571 - 49,944   

Services (Credit) 40,675 49,236 54,589 55,239 64,450  

Travel 12,581 16,713 18,329 19,696 21,734  

Transportation 20,402 23,400 26,984 27,690 37,254  

Others 7,693 9,123 9,276 7,853 5,462  

Services (Debit) - 100,022 - 119,607 - 112,022 - 114,810 - 114,394  

Travel - 24,082 - 31,602 - 29,741 - 33,084 - 35,084  

Transportation - 37,294 - 44,105 - 41,713 - 39,873 - 39,766  

Others - 38,646 - 43,900 - 40,568 - 41,853 - 39,544  

 

Source : Qatar Central Bank, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, September   2018  
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Table 7 (cont.):  Overview of Balance of Payments 2013 - 2017  -  
Values: Million  Q.R        

Details 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017  

Income - 37,724 - 33,854 - 12,978 - 4,038 - 1,527  

Income (Credit) 23,264 26,923 28,368 25,902 31,241  

Compensation of employees 0 0 0 0 0  

Investment income 23,264 26,923 28,368 25,902 31,241  

Income (Debit) - 60,988 - 60,777 - 41,346 - 29,940 - 32,768  

Compensation of employees - 513 - 511 -555 - 535 - 581  

Investment income - 60,475 - 60,266 - 40,791 - 29,405 - 32,187  

Current Transfers - 53,626 - 63,751 - 57,161 - 58,856 - 58,847  

Credit 4,064 2,566 2,278 2,160 4,759   

Debit - 57,690 - 66,317 - 59,439 - 61,016 - 63,606   

of which workers' remittance - 40,550 - 40,367 - 43,824 - 43,079 - 45,863  

B. Capital  & Financial Account - 189,817 - 179,004 - 71,610 13,840  - 92,648 - 

Capital  Account - 17,403 - 20,128 - 2,683 - 2,996 -1,702  

Financial Account - 172,414 - 158,876 - 68,927 16,836  - 90,946  

Direct Investment - 32,257 - 20,777 - 10,747 - 25,946 - 2,580  

Abroad - 29,198 - 24,564 - 14,645 - 28,763 - 6,169  

In Qatar - 3,059  3,787 3,898 2,817 3,589  
 

 
Source : Qatar Central Bank, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, September  2018 
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Table 7 (cont.):  Overview of Balance of Payments 2013 - 2017  -  
Values: Million  Q.R        

Details 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017  

 

Source: Qatar Central Bank, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, September  2018  
 
 
 

  

Portfolio Investment - 66,649 - 72,556 - 60,236 22,091 33,500  

Assets - 59,828 - 60,769 - 42,242 - 36,815 41,603  

Liabilities - 6,821 - 11,787 - 17,994 58,906 - 8,103  

Financial Derivatives, net 2,702 1,158 - 326 230 - 1,008   

Other Investment - 76,210 - 66,701 2,382 20,462 - 120,858  

Assets - 40,057 - 81,859 -69,125 - 83,055 - 40,282  

Liabilities - 36,153 15,158 71,507 103,517 - 80,576  

C. Net Errors & Omissions 2,733 3,860 1,526 - 4,249 4,188 - 

D. Overall Balance 32,994 4,708 - 20,031 - 20,510 - 65,071 - 

E. Change in Reserves (Increase -) - 32,994 - 4,708 20,031 20,510 65,071  -- 
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Table 8 : Quarterly Balance of Payments, 2016-2018 (Q 3)  - 

Values: Million  Q.R      

A - Current Account - 6,214 1,475 3,615 7,991 10,308 11,788 13,865 15,732 - 
Goods 28,061 29,503 31,956 35,902 36,346 41,365 45,712 48,032  

Exports ( F. O. B. ) 56,784 59,348 57,555 60,333 68,458 71,528 75,763 79,820  
Imports ( F. O. B. ) -  28,723 - 29,854 - 25,599 - 24,431 - 32,112 - 30,163 -30,051 -31,788  

Services -  15,954 - 13,314 - 11,770 - 12,220 - 12,640 - 12,561 -13,054 -12,949  
Services (Credit) 13,596 15,326 16,447 16,159 16,518 16,224 16,163 17,249  

Travel 5,456 6,005 5,358 4,874 5,497 5,277 5,379 4,641  
Transportation 6,937 7,758 9,745 10,008 9,743 9,183 8,526 9,812  
Others 1,203 1,563 1,344 1,277 1,278 1,764 2,258 2,796  

Services (Debit) - 29,550 - 28,640 - 28,217 - 28,379 - 29,158 - 28,785 -29,217 -30,198  
Travel - 7,793 - 8,067 - 8,855 - 9,722 - 8,440 - 8,420 -8,122 -8,346  
Transportation - 10,034 - 9,394 - 9,589 - 9,320 - 11,463 - 10,298 -9,793 -10,313   

Others - 11,723 - 11,179 - 9,773 - 9,337 - 9,255 - 10,067 -11,302 -11,539   
 

Source:  Qatar Central Bank, BOP,  December  2018 

  
  

  
  
  

Details  
2016 2017 2018 

  
Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 
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Source : Qatar Central Bank, BOP,  December  2018 

  
  

 

Table 8(cont.): Quarterly Balance of Payments, 2016-2018 (Q 3)  -  
Values: Million  Q.R  

Details  
2016 2017 2018 

  
Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 

Income - 3,179 - 293 909 - 885 - 1,258 - 3,524 -2,910 -4,068  

Income (Credit) 5,229 8,586 9,223 7,069 6,363 6,294 7,461 6,767  

Compensation of employees 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Investment income 5,229 8,586 9,223 7,069 6,363 6,294 7,461 6,767  

Income (Debit) - 8,408 - 8,879 - 8,314 - 7,954 - 7,621 - 9,818 -10,371 -10,835  

Compensation of employees - 141 - 140 - 176 - 141 - 124 - 128 -138 -131  

Investment income - 8,267 - 8,739 - 8,138 - 7,813 - 7,497 - 9,690 -10,233 -10,704  

Current Transfers - 15,142 - 14,421 - 17,480 - 14,806 - 12,140 - 13,492 -15,883 -15,283  

Credit 497 1,197 1,352 1,326 884 1,081 633 815  

Debit - 15,639 - 15,618 - 18,832  - 16,132 - 13,024 - 14,573 -16,516 -16,098  

of which workers' remittance - 11,066 - 11,021 - 13,927 - 11,156 - 9,759 - 10,126 -10,863 -10,316   

B. Capital  & Financial 
Account 

- 8,949 5,301 - 42,172 - 41,610 - 14,167 179 13,817 -9,321 
-

 

Capital  Account - 951 - 519 - 415 - 483 - 285 - 377 -216 -181  

Financial Account - 7,998 5,820 - 41,757 - 41,127 - 13,882 556 14,033 -9,140   

Direct Investment - 10,917 342 - 2,181 - 616 - 125 - 6,006 -10,066 1,077  

Abroad - 11,856 - 975 - 2,924 - 1,432 - 838 - 817 -10,521 -131  

In Qatar 939 1,317 743 816 713 - 5,189 455 1,208  
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Table 8(cont.): Quarterly Balance of Payments, 2016-2018 (Q 3)  - 

Values: Million  Q.R     
     

 

Details  
2016 2017 2018 

  
Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 

Portfolio Investment - 14,021 - 10,148 27,598 25,450 - 9,400 - 9,686 44,795 -42,619  

Assets - 12,887 - 4,978 28,390 23,526 - 5,335 - 4,136 -6,172 -44,772  

Liabilities - 1,134 - 5,170 - 792 1,924 - 4,065 - 5,550 50,967 2,153  

Financial Derivatives, net - 256 306 - 199 134 - 1,249 3 186 101  

Other Investment 17,196 15,320 - 66,975 - 66,095 - 3,108 16,245 -20,882 32,301  

Assets - 29,858 3,822 - 30641 - 14126 663 - 16,881 -14,350 6,841  

Liabilities 47,054 11,498 - 36334 - 51969 - 3,771 33,126 -6,532 25,460  

C. Net Errors & 
Omissions 

- 1,411 2,245 2,937 2,086 - 3,080 - 1,845 1,370 556 - 

D. Overall Balance - 16,574 9,021 - 35,620 - 31,533 - 6,939 10,122 29,052 6,967  - 

E. Change in Reserves 
(Increase -) 

16,574 - 9,021 35,620 31,533 6,939 - 10,122 -29,052 -6,967 -- 

  
 Source : Qatar Central Bank, BOP,  December 2018   
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Table 9 : Quarterly GDP by Activity at  Current Prices,  
(Q3  2018) 

 
 

Value: Mn Q.R  
 

ISIC 

 (%) 

 Q-o-Q 


  

Y-o-Y 

2018  2017  
Economic Activity (ISIC Rev 4 

Q3 Q2 Q3 

- 0.7  6.2 305 303 287 1 - Agriculture, forestry and fishing 

- 11.1 43.9  67,887 61,127 47,184 2 - Mining and quarrying 

- 4.8 18.5  16,900 16,126 14,261 3 - Manufacturing 

-  
 24.0 -7.5 1,799 1,451 1,944 

4 - Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply; 
     Water supply, sewerage, waste management and  
     remediation activities 

- -0.8 15.9 25,896 26,095 22,334 5 - Construction 

-  
 11.8 5.4 12,615 11,280 11,972 

6 - Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles  
     and motorcycles 

- 9.0 14.8 7,392 6,781 6,441 7 - Transportation and storage 

- 3.2 3.6 1,386 1,343 1,338 8 - Accommodation and food service activities 

- 11.3 6.2 2,546 2,288 2,397 9 - Information and communication 

- 3.3 8.9 12,904 12,488 11,853 10 - Financial and insurance activities 

- 2.3 -3.1 10,497 10,262 10,834 11 - Real estate activities 

-  
 -9.2 1.6 5,110 5,626 5,031 

12 - Professional, scientific and technical activities; 
       Administrative and support service activities 

- 2.7 7.8 12,060 11,747 11,192 13 - Public administration ; compulsory social security 

– 1.8 7.9 3,530 3,468 3,271 14 - Education 

- 2.5 6.5 3,811 3,718 3,577 15 - Human health and social work activities 

- 3.6 6.8 2,333 2,253 2,185 
16 - Arts, entertainment and recreation; Other service 
       activities 
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Table 9 (cont.):  Quarterly GDP by Activity at  Current Prices,  
(Q3  2018) 

 
  
  

Value: Mn Q.R  
  

ISIC 

 (%) 

 Q-o-Q 


  

Y-o-Y 

2018  2017 

Economic Activity (ISIC Rev 4 
Q3 Q2 Q3 

-    
  
 

-2.3 5.0 1,010  1,034 962 
17 - Activities of households as employers;  
       undifferentiated goods- and services-producing 
       activities of households for own use 

- 3.7 3.5 -7,263 -7,003 -7,017 18 - Financial Services Indirectly Measured (FISIM) 

- -7.6 21.0 181 196 149 19 - Import duties 

 - 6.0 20.4 180,898 170,584 150,194 20 - Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

 
 

 11.1 43.9 67,887 61,127 47,148 Mining activities 

 3.2 9.7 113,011 109,457 103,010 Other Non- Mining activities 

 2.7 7.8 19,193  18,695  17,812       Of which General Government Activities 
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Table10: Quarterly GDP by Activity at  constant 2013 
Prices, (Q3 2018) 


   

Value: Mn Q.R  
 

ISIC 

 (%) 

 Q-o-Q 


  

Y-o-Y 

2018  2017  
Economic Activity (ISIC Rev 4 

Q3 Q2  Q3 

- -1.5 7.4 299 303 278 1 - Agriculture, forestry and fishing 

- 3.7 -0.1 98,815 95,257 98,929 2 - Mining and quarrying 

- 0.1 -2.0 22,074 22,060 22,517 3 - Manufacturing 

-  
 15.6 -10.2 999 864 1,112 

4 - Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply; 
     Water supply, sewerage, waste management and  
     remediation activities 

- 6.7 12.1 25,297 23,716 22,558 5 - Construction 

-  
 11.2 1.4 11,382 10,238 11,225 

6 - Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles  
     and motorcycles 

- 5.3 8.3 4,807 4,563 4,438 7 - Transportation and storage 

- 7.0 9.8 1,687 1,577 1,537 8 - Accommodation and food service activities 

- 11.5 6.6 2,564 2,299 2,405 9 - Information and communication 

- 7.9 6.8 15,041 13,939 14,086 10 - Financial and insurance activities 

- 3.5 3.2 9,947 9,614 9,639 11 - Real estate activities 

-  
 -5.6 -0.4 4,971 5,268 4,991 

12 - Professional, scientific and technical activities; 
       Administrative and support service activities 

- 0.1 3.0 10,851 10,838 10,533 13 - Public administration ; compulsory social security 

– -1.6 2.6 3,105 3,156 3,027 14 - Education 

- 0.2 1.5 3,410 3,404 3,358 15 - Human health and social work activities 

 - 1.7 3.2 2,130 2,095 2,064 
16 - Arts, entertainment and recreation; Other service 
       activities 
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Table10(cont.):   Quarterly GDP by Activity at  Constant 2013 
Prices, (Q3 2018) 


 

Value: Mn Q.R  
 

ISIC 

 (%) 

 Q-o-Q 


  

Y-o-Y 

2018  2017 
Economic Activity (ISIC Rev 4 

Q3  Q2 Q3 

-    
  
 

-0.6  2.3 904 910 884 
17 - Activities of households as employers;  
       undifferentiated goods- and services-producing 
       activities of households for own use 

- 1.7 3.3 -7,673 -7,543 -7,429 18 - Financial Services Indirectly Measured (FISIM) 

- -8.1 16.5 163 178 140 19 - Import duties 

 - 4.0 2.2 210,771 202,734 206,292 20 - Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

 
 

 3.7 -0.1 98,815 95,257 98,929 Mining activities 

 4.2  4.3 111,956 107,477 107,363 Other Non- Mining activities 

 0.1 3.0 17,249 17,270 16,763      Of which General Government Activities 
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  ISIC    

  In January 2015, PSA shifted to the latest classification of economic activities 
namely the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC Rev. 4). A 
new series of annual and quarterly GDP by economic activity was thereafter 
prepared for the years 2011 to Q1 2016. The new series is available in a 
separate report on PSA website. Per this new classification, GDP by activity is 
presented for 18 industry groups instead of 11 

 



 


       

The quarterly GDP at current prices in Q3 of 2018 is estimated at QR 180.90 
billion. This represents an increase of 20.4% compared to the estimate of Q3 
of 2017 placed at QR 150.19 billion. When compared to previous quarter (Q2 
of 2018) revised estimate of QR 170.58 billion, an increase of 6.0% is 
recorded. 
The quarterly GDP at constant prices (2013=100) in Q3 of 2018 (QR 210.77 
billion) shows a growth of 2.2% compared to the estimate of Q3 of 2017 (QR 
206.29 billion). However, compared to the previous quarter (Q2 of 2018) 
revised estimate of QR 202.73 billion an increase of 4.0% is recorded. 







    



 

     
The nominal Gross Value Added (GVA) estimate of Mining and Quarrying 
activities is estimated at QR 67.89 billion in Q3 2018, which shows an 
increase of 43.9% over the estimate of Q3 2017 placed at QR 47.18 billion. 
Compared to the previous quarter (Q2 of 2018) revised estimate, there has 
been an increase of 11.1% in the GVA of this sector. 
The real GVA of these activities in Q3 2018 is estimated at QR 98.82 billion, 
which shows a decrease of 0.1% over the estimate of Q3 2017 (QR 98.93 
billion). However, compared to Q2 2018 revised estimate, there has been an 
increase of 3.7% in the real GVA of this sector. 
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The nominal GVA estimate of Non-Mining and Quarrying activities is 
estimated at QR 113.01 billion in Q3 2018, which shows an increase of 9.7% 
over the estimate of Q3 2017 (QR 103.01 billion). Compared to the previous 
quarter (Q2 of 2018) revised estimate, an increase of 3.2% has been 
recorded. 
The real GVA of these activities totaled QR 111.96 billion in Q3 2018, which 
shows a growth of 4.3% over the estimate of the corresponding quarter in 
2017 (QR 107.36 billion). However, compared to Q2 2018 revised estimate, 
the real GVA of Non-Mining and Quarrying activities has increased by 4.2%. 
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Table 11 : Quarterly Consumer Price Index (CPI),  Q3  2018 
(2013=100) 

 
 

                
 
  

Major groups 
Weight 

2017 2018 

 

Y-o-Y 




(%)   
Q-o-Q 

 

Q3 Q2 Q3 

CPI General Index 10,000 108.5 108.6 108.9 0.4 0.3   

Food and Beverages 1,258 103.8 99.8 100.8 -2.9 1.0  

Tobacco 27 114 114.0 114.0 0.0 0.0  

Clothing and Footwear 511 100.5 103.9 103.6 3.0 -0.3  

Housing, Water, Electricity &  Gas 2,189 110.7 108.4 107.3 - 3.1 -1.0  

Furnishings and Household Equipment 770 107.5 109.4 110.2 2.5 0.7  

Health 179 104.0 106.8 107.9 3.8 1.0  

Transport 1,459 119.1 125.6 128.2 7.8 2.1  

Communication 587 98.2 98.2 86.6 -11.8 -11.8  

Recreation and Culture 1,268 107.1 104.0 106.2 -0.8 2.1  

Education 575 124 124.9 132.6 6.9 6.2  

Restaurants and Hotels 608 97.4 99.4 99.1 1.7 -0.3  

Miscellaneous Goods and Services 569 102.7 103.9 102.6 -0.1 -1.3   
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The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a measure that examines the change in the 
weighted average of prices of a basket of consumer goods and services such as 
food, clothing, rental, transportation, etc. The CPI is produced on a monthly 
basis. The quarterly index is obtained as a simple average of the monthly CPI. 


           


 

It is worth mentioning that the base year of the CPI was changed from 2007 to 
2013 as from January 2015. 


 

The quarterly CPI for the 3
rd
. Quarter of 2018, shows an increase of 0.3%  when 

compared to the previous quarter, and a 4% increase when compared to the 
corresponding quarter of 2017.  

            
 

The observed 0.3% increase in comparison with the previous quarter is the net 
effect of rises in some groups and falls in others. The groups showing increases 
include: ''Education'' by 6.2%, followed by “Transport” ,and "Recreation and 
Culture" by 2.1% each, "Food and Beverages", and "Health", by 1.0% each, 
“Furnishings and Household Equipment" by 0.7%. A decrease  was recorded in 
“Communication” by 11.8%, followed by  “Miscellaneous Goods and Service” by 
1.3%, " Housing, Water, Electricity &  Gas" by 1.0%, “Clothing and Footwear” , 
and "Restaurants and Hotels"by 0.3% each. There was no change in the group  
of “Tobacco".  

          
             


            


           

            
 

The 04% y-o-y increase in the CPI is the effect of increases in some groups and 
drops in others. The group that recorded the highest increase was “Transport”, 
where prices were up by 7.8%. The group with the highest drop was " 
Communication", where prices dropped by 11.8%. 
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Table 12 : Quarterly Producer Price Index (PPI), Q3 2018  
(2013=100)   

   
  

Economic Activity/Product (CPC) 

 
 2017 2018 


 

Y-o-Y 




(%)   
Q-o-Q 

 
 Weight 

 
Q3 Q2 Q3 

Overall Index 10,000.00 52.7 68.6 72.7 38.0 6.0  
Mining 7,267.15 47.2 64.3 68.4 44.9 6.4  

Crude petroleum and natural gas 7,255.18 47.1 64.2 68.3 45.0 6.4  

Stone, sand and clay 11.97 107.5 110.3 110.8 3.1 0.5  

Manufacturing 2,680.58 66.7 79.5 83.7 25.5 5.3  

Juices 0.14 127.9 130.5 132 3.2 1.1  

Dairy products  1.19 103.4 116.6 117.1 13.2 0.4  

Grain mill and other products 7.48 99.6 99.9 99.9 0.3 0.0  

Beverages 6.58 102.8 101.8 101.4 -1.4 -0.4  

Pulp, paper and paper products 6.86 97.1 108 108.3 11.5 0.3  

Refined petroleum products 1,782.25 61.6 76.5 83 34.7 8.5  

Basic chemicals 533.73 68.8 77.8 78.2 13.7 0.5  

Other chemical products, man-made fibers 5.15 119.3 125.1 128 7.3 2.3  

Rubber and plastics products 20.25 104.5 106.7 106.6 2.0 -0.1  

Cement and other non-metallic products  76.72 108.2 104.6 103.8 -4.1 -0.8  

Basic metals 240.23 79.1 91.9 90.5 14.4 -1.5  

Electricity and Water  52.27 102 104 105 2.9 1.0  

Electricity 30.84 85.2 99.2 88.9 4.3 -10.4  

Water 21.43 126.03 110.9 128.2 1.7 15.6  
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PPIs can be described as indices designed to measure either the average 
change in the price of goods as they leave the place of production or as they 
enter the production process. As from 2013, the PPI is produced on a 
monthly basis. The PPI was rebased from 2006 to 2013 in April 2015. The 
new weights of each industry group are as follows: Mining 72.7%,  
Manufacturing 26.8%, Electricity and Water 0.5%. 

 





             
 

The PPI for Q3 2018 showed an increase of 6.0%, when compared with the 
previous quarter (Q2,2018),and an increase of 38.0% when compared with 
the corresponding quarter of 2017. 


 

The increase of 6.0% in the PPI of  Q3 2018 compared to Q2 2018 is mainly 
attributable to an increase in the prices of Refined petroleum products by 
8.5%, Crude oil, and Natural gas by 6.4%, Other chemical products, man-
made fibers by 2.4%, Juices by 1.1%, while there is a fall in  Basic metals 
prices by 1.5%, Cement and other non-metallic products by 0.8%, Beverages 
by 0.4 %,  Rubber and Plastic products by 0.1%. 




             


 

The 38.0% y-o-y rise, is the net effect of an increases in some groups and 
declines in others. The groups that recorded the highest increase were 
Crude oil, and Natural gas by 45.0%,  Refined petroleum products by 34.7%,  
Basic metals prices by 14.4%,  basic chemicals 13.7%, Dairy products by 
13.2%, and Paper and Paper products by 11.5%. 


 

           
           

 

Decreases were recorded in  Cement and other non-metallic products by 
4.1%, Beverages by 1.4%, 

             
  

Electricity and water rise by 1.0% compared to previous quarter (Q2,2018), 
and also rise by 2.9% compared to the corresponding quarter of 2017. 
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Data on foreign merchandise trade are compiled as per international 
recommendations. The General Authority of Customs is the main source of   
imports and re-exports data. For exports, the direct survey of exporting 
companies is the main source. Imports are valued at cost, insurance, and 
freight (c.i.f.) and exports at free on board (f.o.b.). All goods are classified 
according to the Unified Customs Tariff Code for the GCC countries (GCC 
Tariff), which is an adapted version of the international Harmonized System 
(HS). For analysis and international comparison purposes, imports and exports 
are classified according to the Standard International Trade Classification 
(S.I.T.C) which takes account of the nature of the products. 

           
           
           

          
            
 

             


 

Balance of Foreign Merchandise Trade, Q3 2018  

Foreign merchandise trade balance, which represents the difference between 
total exports and total imports, showed a surplus of QR 49.9 billion during Q3 
2018. i.e. an increase of QR 13.2 billion or 35.8% compared to the 
corresponding quarter of 2017 (Table 13). 


  

 

 

Total Exports, Q3 2018     

Total exports (exports of domestic origin and re-exports) amounted to QR 79.8 
billion in Q3 2018, representing an increase of QR 19.5 billion or 32.3% 
compared to Q3 2017. The y-o-y increase in total exports was mainly due to 
the higher value of exports of “Petroleum gases and other gaseous 
hydrocarbons’ , reaching QR 49.8 billion i.e. a rise of 38.7%.“ Petroleum oils 
and oils from bituminous minerals etc. (crude) reaching QR 13.0 billion 
(increase of 21.8%) and “Petroleum oils and oils from bituminous minerals etc. 
(not crude)” reaching QR 6.6 billion (a rise of 47.0%). For more information on 
y-o-y changes see table 15. 
 
Japan, South Korea and India were the top three countries of destination of 
Qatar’s exports (Table 17). 
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On the other hand, increases were noticed in “Mineral fuels, lubricants and 
related materials” reaching QR 69.4 billion, an increase of 35.8%, “Chemicals 
and related products, n.e.s.” reaching QR 6.4 billion an increase of 15.0%, and 
“Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material” reaching QR 2.1 billion an 
increase of 14.1%, and compared with the corresponding quarter of 2017 
(Table 14). 

 

          
 




  
 

Total Imports, Q3 2018     

Imports of merchandise, (as received from General Authority of Customs) 
amounted to QR 30.0 billion in Q3 2018, showing an increase of QR 6.3  billion
i.e. 26.8% compared to Q2 2017. The y-o-y increases were noticed in 
“Machinery and transport equipment” reaching QR 13.3 billion, an increase of 
36.3%, and “Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material”, reaching  QR 
4.4 billion, increase of 30.6% compared with the corresponding quarter of 
2017. 
 
On the other hand, decrease was mainly driven by “Beverages and tobacco” 

reaching QR 0.2 billion, a decrease of 13.6%. ( Table 16). 

 

United States of United States of America, China and Germany were the top 

three countries of origin of Qatar’s imports (Table18). 
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Table 13 : Total Exports
(1)

, Imports and Merchandise Trade Balance, Q3 2018 

Values: Million QR        

Details 

2017 2018 
 
2018 
  

Change  
Y-o-Y 

 
2018 
  

Change  
Q-o-Q 

 

Q3 Q2 Q3 

Exports of domestic goods (F.O.B) 58,332 72,907 77,862 33.5 6.8  

Re-Exports (F.O.B) 2,001 2,856 1,958 -2.1 -31.4  

Total Exports (F.O.B) 60,333 75,763 79,820 32.3 5.4  

Total Imports (C.I.F) 23,631 28,097 29,963 26.8 6.6  

Merchandise Trade Balance
2)

 36,702 47,666 49,857 35.8 4.6 
 

 

1) Includes Domestic Exports and Re- exports 

2) Merchandise Trade represents the difference between total exports and total imports     
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Table 14 : Total Exports
(1)

 by Sections of Standard International Trade Classification, Q3 2018 

Values (F.O.B): Million QR      

SITC Sections 

2017 2018 
 
2018 
  

Change  
Y-o-Y 

 
2018 
  

Change  
Q-o-Q 

 

Q3 Q2 Q3 

(0) Food and live animals 6 12 27 350.0 125.0  

(1) Beverages and tobacco 0 2 2 0.0 0.0  

(2) Crude materials, inedible, except fuels 284 111 112 -60.6 0.9  

(3) Mineral fuels, lubricants and related materials 51,086 64,440 69,367 35.8 7.6  

(4) Animal and vegetable oils, fats and waxes 2 3 3 50.0 0.0  

(5) Chemicals and related products, n.e.s. 5,585 6,163 6,420 15.0 4.2  

(6) Manufactured goods classified chiefly by 
material 

1,824 2,499 2,081 14.1 -16.7  

(7) Machinery and transport equipment 1,395 2,257 1,634 17.1 -27.6  

(8) Miscellaneous manufactured articles 114 247 146 28.1 -40.9  

(9) Commodities and transactions not classified 
elsewhere in SITC 

37 29 28 -24.3 -3.4  

Total 60,333 75,763 79,820 32.3 5.4  

1) Includes domestic exports and re- exports  
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Table 15 : Total Exportsby Headings of Harmonized System, Q3 2018 

Values (F.O.B): Million  QR      

HS heading (4-digit) 

2017 2018 
 
2018 
  

Change  
Y-o-Y 

 
2018 
  

Change  
Q-o-Q 

 

Q3 Q2 Q3 

Petroleum Gases And Other Gaseous Hydrocarbons 35,927 44,191 49,813 38.7 12.7  

Petroleum Oils & Oils From Bituminous Minerals Etc. 
(Crude) 

10,637 13,076 12,959 21.8 -0.9  

Petroleum Oils & Oils From Bituminous Minerals Etc. 
(Not Crude) 

4,484 7,167 6,592 47.0 -0.8  

Polymers of Ethylene, In Primary Forms 2,336 2,567 2,331 -0.2 -9.2  

Unwrought Aluminum 1,200 1,369 1,275 6.3 -6.9  

Mineral or Chemical Fertilizers, Nitrogenous 1,032 1,198 1,271 23.2 6.1  

Ethers, Ether-Alcohols, Ether-Phenols, Ether-Alcohol-
Phenols, Alcohol Peroxides, Ether Peroxides, Ketone 
Peroxides (Whether Or Not Chemically Defined), And 
Their Halogenated, Sulphonated, Nitrated Or Nitrosated 
Derivatives 

358 438 522 45.8 19.2 





 

Bars & Rods Of Iron Or Nonalloy Steel Nes, Not Further 
Worked Than Forged, Hot-Rolled, -Drawn, -Extruded 

108 522 491 354.6 -5.9 


 

Hydrogen, Rare Gases And Other Nonmetals 305 268 359 17.7 34.0  

Other(1) 3,946 4,967 4,207 6.6 -15.3   

Total 60,333 75,763 79,820 32.3 5.4  

(1) Other Commodities includes re-exports    
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SITC 
Table 16 : Total Imports by Sections of SITC, Q3 2018 
Values (C.I.F): Million QR      

SITC Sections 

2017 2018 
 
2018 


Change 
Y-o-Y 

 
2018 


Change 
Q-o-Q 

 
Q3 Q2 Q3 

(0) Food and live animals 2,678 2,949 2,746 2.5 -6.9  

(1) Beverages and tobacco 235 175 203 -13.6 16.0  

(2) Crude materials, inedible, except fuels 1,340 1,155 1,431 6.8 23.9  

(3) Mineral fuels, lubricants and related materials 306 591 351 14.7 -40.6  

(4) Animal and vegetable oils, fats and waxes 71 89 73 2.8 -18.0 


 

(5) Chemicals and related products, n.e.s. 2,130 2,480 2,547 19.6 2.7  

(6) Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material 3,356 4,037 4,382 30.6 8.5  

(7) Machinery and transport equipment 9,724 12,365 13,255 36.3 7.2  

(8) Miscellaneous manufactured articles 3,595 3,885 4,519 25.7 16.3  

(9) Commodities and transactions not classified 
elsewhere in SITC 

196 371 456 132.7 22.9 


 

Total 23,631 28,097 29,963 26.8 6.6  
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Table 17 : Total Exports

 (1)
 by Main Country of Destination, Q3 2018  

Values (F.O.B): Million  QR      

Country of Destination 

2017 2018 
 
2018 
  

Change  
Y-o-Y 

 
2018 
  

Change  
Q-o-Q 

 
Q3 Q2 Q3 

Japan 9,156 13,226 13,865 51.4 4.8  

South Korea 8,936 12,145 12,630 41.3 4.0  

India  6,903 7,662 11,240 62.8 46.7  

China 7,585 8,128 8,483 11.8 4.4  

Singapore 7,230 6,212 7,131 -1.4 14.8  

Other 20,523 28,390 26,471 29.0 -6.8  

 Total 60,333 75,763 79,820 32.3 5.4  

(1) Includes domestic exports and re-exports  
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Table 18 : Total Imports by Main Country of Origin, Q3 2018 

Values (C.I.F): Million QR      

Country of Origin  

2017 2018  
2018 
  

Change  
Y-o-Y 

 
2018 
  

Change  
Q-o-Q 

 

Q3 Q2 Q3 

United States of America 3,685 5,102 7,739 110.0 51.7  

China 2,632 3,436 3,368 28.0 -2.0  

Germany   1,861 1,544 1,906 2.4 23.4  

India 1,644 1,950 1,859 13.1 -4.7  

United Kingdom 1,107 1,247 1,533 38.5 22.9  

Other 12,702 14,818 13,558 6.7 -8.5  

Total 23,631 28,097 29,963 26.8 6.6  
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Recently, Non-profit institutions serving households have become an important 
economic sector in the Economic Accounts Series of any country. With the aim 
to improve the quality of statistical data of national accounts and to cover all 
institutional sectors of a country's macro-economy, the National Statistical 
Organizations in all countries should conduct special surveys for non-profit 
institutions serving households to provide accurate and up-to-date data for this 
sector. This article provides an overview of the United Nations Statistics 
Division Handbook on Non-Profit Institutions, which includes the definition and 
characteristics of such Institutions and the reasons for interest from 
international institutions with data on this sector.  
 

    

               
             

           


                
 

             
          

           


 

The fundamental aim of the present Handbook is to respond to the growing 
interest that statisticians, policy makers and social scientists have in 
organizations that are neither market firms nor state agencies nor part of the 
household sector. Such social institutions are variously referred to as “non-
profit”, “voluntary”, “civil society” or “non-governmental” organizations and 
collectively as the “third”, “voluntary”, “non-profit” or “independent” sector.  
Types of organizations commonly included under these terms are sports and 
recreation clubs, art and cultural associations, private schools, research 
institutes, hospitals, charities, religious congregations and faith-based 
organizations, humanitarian assistance and relief organizations, advocacy 
groups and foundations and charitable trusts. Such non-profit institutions are 
currently covered by System of National Accounts; however, the System of 
National Accounts does not group them into a single economic sector. 
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Non-Profit Institutions have recently come to be recognized as a major 
economic presence in countries throughout the world. Indeed, what one 
analyst has termed a “global associational revolution”, a massive upsurge of 
organized private voluntary activity, seems to be under way in many parts of 
the world at the present time as a product of changes in communications, new 
popular pressures and growing questioning of the capabilities of governments 
to solve pressing social and economic problems on its own. Indeed, recent 
research has demonstrated that non-profit organizations account for 8 to 12 
per cent of non-agricultural employment in many developed countries and 
even larger shares of formal employment in many developing regions. 
Because much of the revenue supporting that sizeable non-profit sector comes 
from public sector payments in Western Europe and from fees and charges in 
Japan, the United States and Australia. 

                



               

           

                  

 

    

There is also a reason for separating Non-Profit Institutions out and focusing 
attention on them is that those institutions have recently attracted increased 
attention from policy makers, who have been searching for ways to improve 
the quality of public services. Because of their distinctive features as private 
institutions serving public purposes, non-profit organizations offer important 
advantages in that regard. Indeed, major initiatives have recently been 
launched in the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Canada, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Chile, Pakistan and 
the European Commission, among others, to promote Non-Profit Institutions or 
otherwise change government’s relations with them. All of which has increased 
the need for better information on Non-Profit Institutions and the role that they 
play both in specific fields (e.g., health, education and social services) . 
 

 
                

 

Non-Profit Institutions can be defined as legal or social entities created for the 
purpose of producing goods and services whose status does not permit them 
to be a source of income, profit, or other financial gain for the units that 
establish, control or finance them. 
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1. Institutional independence  from the government which places emphasis on 

the non-governmental nature of Non-Profit Institutions; which is one of the 
crucial features.  

2. Self-governing  element which distinguishes Non-Profit Institutions from 
organizations that are essentially controlled by other entities, whether 
governments or corporations.  

3. Non-compulsory element of the “voluntary” criterion which distinguishes 
Non-Profit Institutions from other entities. 

            



 

 

Thus, for the purpose of the satellite account on non-profit institutions, we 
define the non-profit sector as consisting of (a) organizations; that (b) are not-
for-profit and, by law or custom, do not distribute any surplus they may 
generate to those who own or control them; (c) are institutionally separate from 
government; (d) are self-governing; and (e) are non-compulsory. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information   
  

 

For extended time series please refer to our Website: 

www.mdps.gov.qa 

  
 

www.mdps.gov.qa  
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